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crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

On May 3, 2005, Galo Garcia was 
walking on the Harvard University 
campus in Cambridge, MA, when a 
passing driver began yelling sexually 
derogatory terms at him and his com-
panion. Garcia confronted the driver, 
who then allegedly beat Garcia. Garcia 
received cuts, bruises, and a severe 
concussion during the attack. 

According to reports, Garcia claims 
he was verbally and then physically as-
saulted because he was walking with 
his arm around another man. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that are born 
out of hate. The Local Law Enforce-
ment Enhancement Act is a symbol 
that can become substance. I believe 
that by passing this legislation and 
changing current law, we can change 
hearts and minds as well. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I 
would like the RECORD to reflect that I 
was necessarily absent on Monday 
March 13, 2006, for rollcall vote No. 37, 
the confirmation of the nomination of 
Leo Maury Gordon, of New Jersey, to 
be a Judge of the United States Court 
of International Trade. Unfortunately, 
my flight from South Dakota to Wash-
ington, DC was delayed due to bad 
weather. Had I been present for this 
vote, I would have voted in favor of the 
nomination. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I was necessarily absent for yes-
terday’s vote on the confirmation of 
the nomination of Leo Maury Gordon, 
of New Jersey, to be a Judge of the 
United States Court of International 
Trade. I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

PORT SECURITY 

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, I 
rise today to address the Dubai Ports 
World acquisition and the subsequent 
announcement to transfer operation of 
U.S. port terminals to a U.S. entity. 
Last week, my colleague from New 
York offered an amendment to S. 2349, 
the Legislative Transparency and Ac-
countability Act of 2006. While the se-
curity of our ports is my foremost con-
cern, especially as a Senator rep-
resenting a State where one of the 
ports in question is located, I do not 
believe the time or the vehicle was ap-
propriate for a vote on Senator SCHU-
MER’s amendment. I have been a vocal 
critic of this transaction for weeks, but 
when my colleague’s amendment was 
offered, Dubai Ports World had already 
resubmitted its application to the 
Committee on Foreign Investment, 
CFIUS. A second review of the trans-

action was pending. Furthermore, I had 
signed onto a bipartisan letter with 
Senator SCHUMER and eight other 
Members just the week before to the 
majority and minority leaders. In that 
letter, we expressed our desire to close-
ly examine the facts that would be pre-
sented, and we retained our right to 
pursue legislative action after the re-
view was completed should the out-
come prove unsatisfactory. 

Then, just last Friday, DP World an-
nounced their decision to transfer the 
U.S. port terminals acquired from Pe-
ninsular and Oriental Steam Naviga-
tion Company to a U.S. entity. While 
we are still seeking clarification of ex-
actly what that means, my hope is that 
this decision will allay our concerns 
about this particular transaction. I ex-
pect a thorough review of this proposal 
by the appropriate agencies, and Con-
gress assuredly has the will to act if 
concerns remain. 

Should the immediate need for ac-
tion disappear, Congress cannot ignore 
the underlying problems this acquisi-
tion has brought to light. First, we 
need to remain diligent in securing 
ports both domestically and abroad. 
Significant investments at foreign 
ports are critical. We cannot allow haz-
ardous materials or weapons of mass 
destruction to enter our ports in the 
first place. By then, it could be too 
late. Second, Congress must undertake 
a comprehensive review of the CFIUS 
process. Chairman SHELBY has already 
begun that process in the Banking 
Committee. I look forward to working 
with him and my colleagues to aggres-
sively execute our oversight authority 
and expeditiously enact any reforms 
that may be necessary to ensure the 
safety and economic vitality of my 
State and this great Nation. 

I ask unanimous consent that a copy 
of the above mentioned letter be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

UNITED STATES SENATE, 
Washington, DC, March 3, 2006. 

Senator WILLIAM H. FRIST, 
U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 
Senator HARRY REID 
U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR LEADERS FRIST AND REID: As you 
know, we recently joined together to intro-
duce S. 2333, The Foreign Investment Secu-
rity Act of 2006, a bill to require a 45-day 
CFIUS investigation and a Presidential de-
termination regarding the national security 
implications of Dubai Port World’s takeover 
of Peninsular and Oriental Steamship Navi-
gation Company. This bill stemmed from our 
joint concern that allowing the takeover of 
U.S. terminal operations after only a cursory 
review raised serious national security con-
cerns. 

The President and the companies have now 
moved voluntarily to provide for such a 45- 
day investigation, and we are encouraged by 
that decision. Though some of us remain 
troubled about how this new review will pro-
ceed given the Administration’s continued 
support of the deal, we have decided not to 
press for a vote on our bill at this time in 

the hope that this new investigation will be 
thorough, fair, and independent. 

Nevertheless, several key components of 
our legislation have yet to be addressed 
namely, the notification to Congress and the 
ability of Congress to disapprove the deal 
within thirty days if security concerns are 
not met. 

As a result, we write to ask for your assist-
ance in guaranteeing that: 

(a) the Congress is kept fully informed as 
the 45-day review progresses, and notified 
how security concerns are being investigated 
and addressed; 

(b) the Congress is provided 30 days to re-
view the results of the report including rea-
soning for the decision to either approve or 
disapprove of the deal; and 

(c) once this 45-day review period is over, 
Congress reserves the ability to vote to dis-
approve the deal if the security concerns 
have not been adequately addressed. 

We hope you will work with us and with 
the Administration to ensure that this re-
view is a thorough, effective look at whether 
this deal truly poses a threat to our national 
security. If we need to press for a vote on our 
legislation or to introduce further legisla-
tion to achieve the goals outlined above, we 
hope you will work with us in the coming 
weeks. The Administration must know that 
we stand united to examine and review this 
deal independently, and that Congress must 
have a role in determining whether it should 
go forward or be stopped as a result of na-
tional security concerns. 

Sincerely, 
Charles E. Schumer, Robert Menendez, 

Hillary Rodham Clinton, Jack Reed, 
Frank Lautenberg, Norm Coleman, 
Olympia Snowe, Susan Collins, Dr. 
Tom Coburn, M.D., Rick Santorum, 
Members of Congress. 

f 

VISIT OF LIBERIAN PRESIDENT 
ELLEN JOHNSON SIRLEAF 

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, to-
morrow, we will convene for a Joint 
Session of Congress to hear comments 
by the new Liberian President, Ellen 
Johnson Sirleaf. 

I hope that we will give her a warm 
welcome and send her home to the 3.3 
million people of Liberia with a simple 
and strong message: We will stand by 
you as you work day-by-day to build a 
safer, more prosperous country. 

It is an exciting and hopeful time for 
the people of Liberia. Civil conflict has 
been replaced by civil discourse. Free 
and fair Presidential elections have 
taken place, with dozens of candidates 
and three-fourths of voters turning out 
to shape the country’s future. 

Looking back, it is clear what the Li-
berian people were voting for when 
they elected President Sirleaf: honest 
government, economic growth, an ex-
pansion of infrastructure, and greater 
opportunity for all Liberians, regard-
less of gender. 

They also chose a leader with three 
decades of experience. President Sirleaf 
has served as Finance Minister in Libe-
ria, and she has also held high-level po-
sitions at the United Nations and 
World Bank. 

It is no surprise that in just 8 weeks 
in her new job, President Sirleaf is al-
ready making progress. She has taken 
bold steps to reduce corruption, and 
she has rightly emphasized the need to 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:03 Mar 15, 2006 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00065 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G14MR6.042 S14MRPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-13T14:54:02-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




